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The work of the URBAN Intergroup fo-
cuses on a number of subjects linked 

to sustainable development of urban areas 
such as:

Á   environment and energy efýciency
Á urban transport
Á housing
Á social aspects (social exclusion, mi-
gration, ageing of the population)
Á services of general interest
Á local public ýnances and the impact
of the ýnancial and economic crisis on
cities

The main objectives of the URBAN Inter-
group are to:

Á monitor the legislative and non-

legislative work of EPôs committees 
on urban related issues
Á work on common EU strategies
Á put urban needs on the agenda of 
EU policies
Á be actively involved in the prepa-
ration of EU legislation
Á constantly stay in contact with 
partners and practitioners
Á inform about realisation of EU poli-
cies on the ground

The members gather once a month in 
Strasbourg.
International conferences are also organ-
ised in cooperation with various partners 
in Brussels and abroad.

WHAT WE DO?

The URBAN Intergroup is a cross-parties 
and cross-committees grouping with a 

horizontal approach to discus urban relat-
ed issues, without any strong connection 
to one speciýc political group, parliamen-
tary committee or partner.

The URBAN Intergroup (previously ñUR-
BAN-Housingò) was set up and worked suc-
cessfully in the 2004-2009 parliamentary 
term to enure that urban related problems 
are reþected in European Parliamentôs de-
cisions. 

GENESIS

ñDear colleagues, dear URBAN friends,
I am very pleased to send you the ýrst newsletter of the European
Parliament URBAN Intergroup. Our Intergroup brings together 70 
MEPs representing most EU Member States, all the political groups 
at the European Parliament, and working in all the parliamentary 
committees.

150 partners from local, regional, national and European level that represent the in-
terests of Europeôs towns and cities follow our daily work. I am pleased to inform you 
that 58 of them decided to become our ofýcial partners.
We have already organised several meetings in Strasbourg and conferences in Brus-
sels to discuss the key role that towns and cities play in ýnding local solutions to
global problems. Letôs hope that the work of URBAN Intergroup will help them solving 
some of their problems.ò
        Jan OLBRYCHT
        President of the URBAN Intergroup
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ver 70% of Europeôs population lives in urban areas. Towns and cities are increas-
ingly seen as the engines driving national and regional economies; however, at the 
same time many problems of social or environmental nature lay in urban areas.

According to the subsidiarity principle, urban policy is not an EU competence. Nev-
ertheless, about three quarters of the EU legislation is implemented at local and 
regional levels and has a direct impact on Europeôs towns and cities.

ñWe will continue this work in future -
- urban issues are increasingly important in the EU policies.ò

Jan Olbrycht
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